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June Meeting Minutes 

de Bob Freeman/KD5PIX 

        The regular meeting of the San Angelo Amateur Radio Club, Inc., was called to order by President Ralph Stout/

KA5ULE, on June 9, 2011 at 1736. 

     Introductions were made with 21 members, 1 associate member and 1 visitor.  

     The June Minutes were approved as printed in the Kilo-What and the Treasurer‘s Report was approved as read.  

New Business 

     Members made final plans for Field Day. Most trailers will have air conditioning. Several members will bring their own 

radios. Mike Dominy/KD5URW said he has drivers lined up for all the trailers. Buddy Parker/KD5SBE said that he had all 

the programs he needed to compile the scores and to get  everything ready to send in to the ARRL  

     Joe Kent/W5UI said that he would do all the grocery shopping. He will deliver what each person needs in time for the 

big event. 

     Should all go as well as predicted, it will be a great Field Day. All the best. 

Good of The Order 

     There were three drawings before the Split-the-Pot. The Split-the-Pot winner was a guest. His share of the pot, as well as 

the club‘s was $19.00.  

     There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2012. The next meeting of the San Angelo Amateur Ra-

dio Club, Inc., will be Thursday July 14, 2011 at 1930 at the clubhouse.  

July Club Program 

Program will be given by K7PTZ, Les Roblin.   

He will be talking about the balloon launch with the APRS tracking that he did from Grape Creek. 

All members are encouraged to attend. 

Upcoming Hamfests 

 08/05/2011 | Texas State Convention (Austin Summerfest) Location: Austin Sponsor: Austin ARC & 

Texas VHF-FM Society Website: http://www.austinsummerfest.org 

 10/21/2011 | West Gulf Division Convention (Texoma Hamarama)  Location: Ardmore, OK Sponsor: 
Texoma Hamarama Committee Website: http://www.texomahamarama.org 

http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/texas-state-convention-austin-summerfest-1
http://www.austinsummerfest.org
http://www.arrl.org/hamfests/west-gulf-division-convention-texoma-hamarama
http://www.texomahamarama.org
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Scanner Jack’s Corner 
 de  Jack Roberts/KB5TMY 

There will be no Scanner Jack‘s Corner this month. Jack is moving to a new QTH. 

 

If you have an amateur radio, scanner, all hazards (weather) radio, or digital TV converter that needs programming  

contact Jack at: 

scannerjack1@juno.com 

326-651-4840 

Emergency Communications 
de Mike Dominy/KD5URW - Emergency Coordinator 

Tom Green County ARES Net 

Meets every Monday night at 8:30 CST (2030 hr) on the 

444.350 MHz (Pl 162.2) .(N5SVK). The net can also be reached 

by Echolink at WB5VRM-R or Node 412402. Other frequencies 

are announced on Concho Valley Net at 8:00 pm. 

Activities 

Total no. of ARES members: 20 Change since last month: 0 

NTS liaison is maintained with the: West Texas Section 

Number of drills, tests and training sessions this month:  5 

Man hours: 86.0 

Total number of ARES operations this month:  5  

Total Man hours: 56.0 

The Tom Green County ARES group held their monthly meeting 

on 16 June 2011 with a good meeting discussing the training, 

radio room operations and the antennas at the city/county Emer-

gency Operations Center (EOC).  The group discussed the past 

EOC workdays that we had and discussed what was still required 

to complete the antenna work and then talked about the rework of 

the radio room in general. Discussed another workday and train-

ing day for all members who need it at the EOC in the coming 

months.   

The group reviewed other agenda meeting items and reviewed 

some training dates for group training coming up in the future. 

 After the main meeting was completed, the group had a short 

discussion on the project we have been working on. Discussed 

some of the problems and inter-workings of the HSMM-MESH 

system. Looked at some of the additional hardware and discussed 

what type of computer system we would need to use as an Access 

Point (AP) for the HSMM-MESH system to be up and running 

within the San Angelo area in the near future. Reviewed addi-

tional information on the testing and programming of the equip-

ment that will be used as part of the groups overall project.  

Had a great Field Day with the San Angelo Amateur Radio Club 

on the 25-26 of June. Had a great place with in which to operate 

from and high public access. More on this from the Field Day 

report that the club is working on with all of the contacts we 

made. The 6, 15, 40 and 80 meter bands were really open this 

year.  

The next TGC-ARES group meeting is set for 21 July 2011 at 

7:00 PM at the San Angelo ARC club house.  

 

 
73s, Stay Safe and Happy DXing. 

ARES Net Report 

Date Net Ctrl Check-ins  Time Freq 

6/6 KD5URW 15 14  min 444.350 

6/13 KD5URW 12 15  min 444.350 

6/20 KD5URW 11 17  min 444.350 

6/27 KD5URW 11 12  min 444.350 

Wanted 

 Tower climber (too old and too fat to do it myself) 
Also want to borrow: gin pole for antenna project. 

I am adding a WARC antenna and need someone agile to climb my short tower and attach a new beam. 

I have climbing gear and ropes, and would appreciate the assistance. 

Wb5zam@yahoo.com or 325-657-0943 
Thanks, Bill wb5zam 
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CQ DX - July 2011 

de Bill Richards/WB5ZAM  

Upcoming/Ongoing DXpeditions during July: T6; FS; PJ7; PJ6; J6; YJ; PJ2; CR2; FO; SV5; XU; 3D2; 7Q7; KH4; PY0F; TF; JX; 3D2; J7; 

FP; MD‘ TI7; FO/A; ZF; C21; SV9; V47; C9; T8; FP; KL7; VK9H; 8P6; ZD8; V6; V6; CE0Y;and KH8. Sunspots needed!! And rain! The bands 

are trying to open. 6m has had some good openings, as has 15m and 10m. But it is not as predictable as in the late ‗90s. But the sun is trying to give 

us some propagation. A small directional antenna will help you efforts at chasing dx, even using 2x4s for support. The ―Antenna Handbook‖ has 
lots of designs for gain antennas, so if you don‘t have a directive array, look up the handbook and see if you can‘t put together a simple 10m or 

15m beam, or even a 6m beam. There are also designs in QST using PVC pipe and wire to make directive antennas. So get radio-active.  

Island of the Month-Socotra Island 7O:  Socotra is one of those ―lost world‖ islands 

(separated from the world six million years ago) where intrepid travelers - particularly those 
seeking  exotic nature and wildlife in a remote tropical setting - can go days on end without 

rubbing shoulders with that less -than-endangered species … tourists. Known for decades as the 

Galapagos of the Indian Ocean, it‘s the world‘s tenth richest island for endemic plant species, 

found nowhere else on earth. And the biggest island in the Middle East 125 kilometers in length 
and 45 kilometers across. Meanwhile the landscape is one of contrasts, for example, it has iso-

lated nature preserves with dazzling wildlife (including 900 species of plants, and the famous 

Dragon‘s Blood Tree ―dracaena cinnabara‖ and some of rarest birds that exist nowhere else in 

the world), and picturesque sandy beaches.  
The islands are a small archipelago of four islands in the Indian Ocean. The largest island, 

also called Socotra, is about 95% of the landmass of the archipelago. It lies some 240 kilome-

tres (150 mi) east of the Horn of Africa and 380 kilometres (240 mi) south of the Arabian Pen-

insula.  
The island is very isolated and through the process of speciation, a third of its plant life is 

found nowhere else on the planet. It has been described as the most alien-looking place on 

Earth. Socotra is considered the jewel of biodiversity in the Arabian Sea. The long geo-

logical isolation of the Socotra archipelago and its fierce heat and drought have combined 
to create a unique and spectacular endemic flora. Botanical field surveys led by the Centre 

for Middle Eastern Plants (part of the Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh) indicate that 307 

out of the 825 (37%) plant species on Socotra are endemic, i.e., they are found nowhere 

else on Earth. The entire flora of the Socotra Archipelago has been assessed for the IUCN 
Red List, with 3 Critically Endangered and 27 Endangered plant species currently recog-

nized. One of the most striking of Socotra's plants is the dragon's blood tree (Dracaena 

cinnabari), which is a strange-

looking, umbrella-shaped tree. Its 
red sap was thought to be the 

dragon's blood of the ancients, 

sought after as a medicine and a 

dye, and today used as paint and varnish. Also important in ancient times were Socotra's 
various endemic aloes, used medicinally, and for cosmetics. Other endemic plants include 

the giant succulent tree Dorstenia gigas, Moraceae, the cucumber tree Dendrosicyos soco-

tranus, and the rare Socotran pomegranate, Punica protopunica.  

The island group also has a rich bird fauna, including several endemic species of 
birds, such as the Socotra Starling (Onychognathus frater), the Socotra Sunbird (Nectarinia 

balfouri), Socotra Sparrow 

(Passer insularis) and Socotra 

Grosbeak (Rhynchostruthus so-
cotranus), many of which are endangered by non-native feral cats. There is even an en-

demic monotypic genus of birds, the Socotra Warbler (Incana incana). As with many iso-

lated island systems, bats are the only mammals native to Socotra. In contrast, the coral 

reefs of Socotra are diverse, with many endemic species. There is concern that introduced 
species, such as goats, may present a threat to the native flora of Socotra in the future.  

The inhabitants are of Arab, Somali, and South Asian origins. They follow the Islamic 

faith and speak Soqotri, a Semitic language. Their primary occupations have been fishing, 

animal husbandry, and the cultivation of dates. Some residents raise cattle and goats. The 
chief export products of the island are dates, ghee, tobacco, and fish.  

Almost all inhabitants of Socotra, numbering nearly 50,000 live on the homonymous main 

island of the archipelago. The principal city, Hadibu (with a population of 8,545 at the 

census of 2004); the second largest town, Qulansiyah (population 3,862); and Qād̨ub 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Recent Programs 
August ‘10 EME, Glenn Miller/AA5PK 

September ‘10 Kenwood TS-570, Charlie Royall/WB5T 

October ‘10 SAARC’s 86th Birthday Party 

December ‘10 Eatin’ Meetin’ 

March ‘11 Nets, Times, Frequencies, Hughbert Robinson/KC5NPC 

April ‘11 Skywarn. Dr. Steve Lyon, NWS 

May ‘11 Antennas, Marcus O’Quin, KF5GFC 

June ‘11 Field Day Planning 

July ‘11 Balloon Launch with APRS, Les Roblin, K7PTZ 

(population 929) are all located on the north coast of the island of Socotra. Only a few hundred 

people live on the islands of 'Abd-al-Kūrī and Samha; the island of Darsa and the islets of the 

archipelago are uninhabited.  

The Semitic language Soqotri, spoken originally only in Socotra, is related to such other Mod-

ern South Arabian languages on the Arabian mainland as Mehri, Harsusi, Bathari, Shehri, and 

Hobyot. Soqotri is also spoken by minority populations in the United Arab Emirates and other 

Gulf states.  

 Public transport on Socotra is limited to infrequent minibuses to Qulansiyah and to the villages 
on northeastern coast. Car hire usually 

means hiring a 4WD car with driver. 

Ships connect the only Socotra port – 5 

km (3 mi) east of Hadibu – with the 
Yemeni coastal city of Al Mukalla. The 

journey takes 2–3 days and the service 

is used mostly for cargo. Yemenia and 

Felix Airways fly from Socotra Airport to Sana'a and Aden via Al Mukalla (RIY — Riyan 
Airport).  

The last recorded Dx-pedition was in the 1960‘s. Supposedly there is someone talking 

about going there now. But the last group that went to Yemen, not on the island, was 

7O1YGF. It took them from 2000 to 2009 to get the appropriate approvals after they were 
actually there in Yemen. In fact after they had operated for two weeks or so they were asked 

to pack and leave ―now‖. At Dayton this year, talk of a current DXpedition got this response: 

―a prominent team member of the proposed expedition states: All plans are cancelled due to 

the very dangerous political situation in 7O. The group is still in contact with the responsible persons in Saana but no one should cross the border of 

the country at present.‖  

Thanks to Wikipedia, Freshpics.com and darkroastedblend.com for information on the islands. And the best was Google Earth and being able to 

―zoom‖ into the island and see the photos spotted to the site. Also the tourist movies on You Tube. 

http://www.darkroastedblend.com/2008/09/most-alien-looking-place-on-earth.html 

http://freshpics.blogspot.com/2008/09/socotra-island-most-bizzare-place-on.html;  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QWaxosDApc; 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewGjwmmgtos&feature=related; 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pmrLy0TFkY&NR=1&feature=fvwp 

QSL OF THE MONTH—7O1YGF-- Yemen: If you were lucky in 2000 you 

caught the German ops on the air. They had poor ssb signals but CW carried the 

day.  

See you on the bands chasing dx. 73s de Bill, WB5ZAM. 

(Continued from page 3)                                                  

http://www.darkroastedblend.com/2008/09/most-alien-looking-place-on-earth.html
http://freshpics.blogspot.com/2008/09/socotra-island-most-bizzare-place-on.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QWaxosDApc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ewGjwmmgtos&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0pmrLy0TFkY&NR=1&feature=fvwp
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Field Day Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

More to Come (I hope) 



Concho Valley  

Two Meter Net 
 

Date  NCS     Check-ins   Duration 
 

6/6 KB5FNK 30 20 min 

6/13 KD5SBE 13 15 min 

6/20 KB5FNK 15 15 min 

6/27 KD5SBE 17 18 min 
This net meets every Monday night at 8 p.m. on the 

club’s 146.34/.94 repeater.  All amateurs licensed to 

operate on that frequency are invited to participate. 

Concho Valley Open FM Repeaters 

2 Meter 70 centimeter 

145.27- San Angelo PL 88.5 441.750+ San Angelo PL 162.2 

or PL 100.0 for local transmit 442.250+ San Angelo PL 162.2 

146.72- Eldorado PL 100.0 444.225+ Robert Lee PL 162.2 

146.88- San Angelo PL 88.5 444.350+ San Angelo PL 162.2 

(Echo-Link Node) 

146.94- San Angelo PL 103.5  Brady PL 162.2 

Linked to 444.225+  

444.875+ 

147.06+ San Angelo PL 103.5  

147.34+ Robert Lee PL 88.5 147.30 San Angelo PL 88.5 

146.90- Brady PL 162.2   

146.62-  Brady PL 114.8 (Echo-Link Node)  

P.O. Box 4002 

San Angelo, TX 76902-4002 

Get all the latest club news on the World 

Wide Web at www.w5qx.org 

Next Meeting: 7/14/11 
PROGRAM: Les Roblin, K7PTZ 
Mathis Field Clubhouse 

2009 SAARC Officers: 
President - Ralph Stout/KA5ULE 
Vice President - Matt Healy/W5MAT 
Secretary/Treasurer - Bob Freeman/KD5PIX 
Emergency Coordinator - Mike Dominy/KD5URW 
Activities Manager - Tom Austin/K4OTM 
Grounds Chairman - Marcus Oquin/KF5GKC 
W5QX Trustee - Charlie Campbell/KC5EZZ 
 

SAARC Monthly Meetings:  2nd Thursday, 
1930, Clubhouse, 5513 Stewart Lane 
 

Annual Dues:  $20, Sr. & Jr. $10 
 

The Kilo-What:  Edited by Buddy/KD5SBE at 949
-7731 or email vparker6@suddenlink.net 
 

Article submission deadline:  Ten days prior 

to monthly club meeting. 


